
Ryan Watts has served as the executive director for the Kentucky Oil and Gas Association (KOGA) since 

September 2017. KOGA represents and advocates for the interests of Kentucky's crude oil and natural 

gas industry, focusing on independent crude oil and natural gas operators. 

Watts began his career as the press secretary for Lt. Governor Steve Pence. Watts also served as 

executive director of the Office of Public Affairs for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC). In that 

capacity, Watts directed all communications and served as chief spokesman for the 4,400-employee 

agency, responsible for maintaining and preserving a vast infrastructure network across Kentucky.  

Ryan has served as the Good Shepherd Catholic School Advisory Council president for two years. Watts 

also earned his Eagle Scout Award and served as an executive committee board member of the Bluegrass 

Council for the Boy Scouts of America. Watts is a 2022 graduate of Leadership Kentucky. 

Watts, originally from Bardstown, is a graduate of the University of Kentucky with political science and 

mathematics degrees. He lives in Frankfort with his wife, Ashli, and two children. 


